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Town of Arlington, Massachusetts 

730 Massachusetts Ave., Arlington, MA 02476 
Phone: 781-316-3000 

webmaster@town.arlington.ma.us 

Redevelopment Board Minutes 01/11/2010 

Minutes of Monday, January 11, 2010 

Second Floor Conference Room, Town Hall 

Members Present: 

Bruce Fitzsimmons 
Chris Loreti, Chairman 
Ed Tsoi 

Also Present: 

David Berry, Assistant Planning Director, Carol Kowalski, Director of Planning & Community Development, Joey Glushko, 
Planner (the latter two joined the meeting in progress) 

Mr. Loreti called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 

The Board reviewed the Work Tracking Report. 

The Board discussed whether extending the deadlines~for~the Symmes project was necessary, since it may be~acceptable to grant 
the extension retroactively.~ Mr. Loreti would check with the Director. 

The Board inquired about the expected revised draft of the RKG Crosby/Parmenter report.~ Mr. Berry would look into this. 

The Board inquired about the status of Housing Corporation of Arlington’s request for additional space, and the status of 
the~existing lease.~ Mr. Berry reported that David Levy of HCA was~still in the process of~working with the architect, and would 
return to the Board in the near future.~ He further reported that the current lease expires in June, but there is an option to extend 
that has to be exercised by~the~Town~not less than 120 days prior to June 30, 2010.~ Rents for the current lease year for all 
tenants had not been increased, since the Consumer Price Index upon which the rent increases are based, had actually gone down 
from last year to this year.~ The lease for ACMI at the Dallin Library had expired last June 30th.~ Since ACMI did not want to 
commit to a new long-term lease until the cable agreement between the Town and Comcast had been executed, this lease had been 
extended on a monthly basis.- ACMI and Mr. Berry were working to re-negotiate the lease for another three-year period now that 
the contract between the Town and Comcast has been executed. 

The Board had just received the revised draft Board of Survey Regulations, so needed more time to review them.—The members 
were concerned that the Town Engineer would have a schedule conflict with the February 10 hearing on the regulations. Further 
discussion was held until Ms. Kowalski could join the meeting following the Board of Selectmen’s meeting. 



The Board discussed the draft Alewife letter from the Selectmen. Members disagreed on whether the tone was forceful enough or 
appropriate as drafted. Concern was expressed over whether the neighborhood liaison would broadly represent the—Town's 
position—to the Town's liaison to the State (which would be the Town Engineer). 

Regarding the memo from the ARB to the Selectmen on the Commercial Development Plan and parking study, the Board reviewed 
a mark-up and provided revisions. 

The Board agreed that Koff’s Commercial Development Plan ARB slide presentation to the Selectmen should focus on Arlington 
Center, with minimal reference to the other two centers.— Other changes were noted on a copy of the presentation, and reviewed 
when Carol joined the meeting at about 8:30 p.m. (along with Joey). These would be directed to consultant Larry Koff. 

David Berry and Bruce Fitzsimmons would revise the last paragraph of the memorandum from the Board to the Board of 
Selectmen on the Walker Parking study. 


The Board discussed the draft Board of Survey regulations and made arrangements for the public hearing to adopt the regulations 
planned for February 8. The Board asked Ms. Kowalski to have the Town Engineer confirm whether a 50’ right-of-way was 
correct, or too wide. 

The Board discussed possible zoning bylaw amendments. For Research and Development, the Board considered whether further 
amendment of the By-law was necessary to confirm that such R&D was permitted as of right in the industrial zone and concluded 
that no such further amendment was necessary. The addition of the definition would be sufficient. Mr. Fitzsimmons moved to 
submit the following slate of articles, Mr. Tsoi seconded. The Board voted 3-0-0. 

Variance Application Review 


To see if the Town will vote to amend the zoning bylaw in Article 10, Section 10.12 by adding the following paragraphs at the end of Section 
10.12, “The ZBA shall within ten (10) days after receipt thereof transmit one copy of such variance request to the ARB. The ARB may, in its 
discretion, investigate the case and report in writing its recommendations to the ZBA. 


The ZBA shall not take final action on such plan until it has received a report thereon from the ARB or until said ARB has allowed thirty (30) 
days to elapse after receipt of such plan without submission of a report thereon”; or take any action related thereto. 


Bracket Signs 

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Arlington Zoning Bylaw to add a definition of bracket signs and to allow bracket signs that meet 
certain design criteria in certain business districts or take any action related thereto. 


Research and Development Definition 

To see if the Town will vote amend the Zoning Bylaw to add a definition of Research and Development Activities to the Arlington Zoning Bylaw 
or take any action related thereto. 


Fencing Used as Screening 

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw regarding fencing allowed as screening, or take any action related thereto. 


Illumination for signs 

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw section 7.03e regarding allowable forms of illumination for signs, or take any action 
related thereto. 

The Board asked Ms. Kowalski to inquire with the ZBA Chairman to see if the ZBA would consider co-sponsoring the article on 
variance review, since the ZBA requested this amendment. 

March 8 was set as a tentative date for the public hearing on the zoning bylaw amendments. 

The Board decided to meet February 1 to discuss the Commercial Development Plan and the zoning bylaw amendments text for 
the vote in preparation for the public hearing. 

At 10:15pm, Mr. Fitzsimmons moved to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Tsoi seconded. Approved 3-0-0. 


1 of 2 


11/20/2013 9:35 PM 


Town of Arlington, MA - Redevelopment Board Minutes 01/11/2010 


http://www.arlingtonma.gov/Public_Documents/ArlingtonMA_ReDevBd... 


Respectfully submitted, 
Carol Kowalski 
Secretary ex Officio 
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